
• Beware of your own assumptions. Talk to students directly to 
better understand their situation. 

• Be upfront about your legal obligation to report if a student 
begins to disclose something that may be reportable. 

• Support your students’ basic needs by keeping non-perishable 
snacks and/or hygiene items readily available. 

• Give accommodations for students such as quiet time in class or 
homework extensions. 

• Deepen your understanding of what racism is, how it is carried 
out by systems and structures, who is most impacted, and the 
ways that individuals perpetuate and maintain racism and white 
supremacy. 

• Be conscious and aware of your own personal beliefs, biases, 
and philosophies about your students, their parents/caregivers, 
and the community you serve. 

• Maintain open communication and partnerships with 
parents/caregivers. If you are concerned about a student, 
don’t be afraid to contact the parent/caregiver to discuss 
further. 

• If there is no other option but to report, talk to the parent/
caregiver about your legal obligation and let them 
know what you will be reporting. Though this may feel 
uncomfortable, being honest and transparent is important.

• Before making a report, seek counsel from a school 
administrator, school psychologist, or social worker to 
discuss. Making a report should be the last course of 
action when providing intervention for families. 

• Be familiar with the resources available to students at 
your school and in the community. 

• Partner with your school social worker and identify 
supports that you can connect the families with.
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For more information visit wellbeing4la.org/schools

• School personnel report Black children and families for 
suspected maltreatment more than any other race. What 
role does race play in which families are reported and 
which are not?

• Are you familiar with California’s mandated reporting 
laws? If not, ensure that you understand what qualifies 
as reportable and what does not.

Rise Magazine - An online magazine created by parents 
impacted by child welfare
211 - Resource Guide for families in LA County

DCFS: The Department of Children and Family Services, the 
entity which oversees the child abuse hotline and conducts 
investigations of families.

Child maltreatment: The physical, sexual, or emotional 
abuse and/or neglect of a child.

Points of Reflection

Resources for Continued LearningGlossary

“DCFS will connect the family to resources”
• DCFS is not a social service agency designed to connect 

families to resources. Its true function is an investigative 
entity that surveils and regulates families. 

Common Missteps or Misconceptions

http://wellbeing4la.org/schools
https://www.risemagazine.org/
https://211la.org/resources

